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August 24, 2004
Dear Parents,

I would like to welcome you and your child to my Pre-Algebra Advanced    (P-A2) class for the 2004-05 school year. I'm excited about this year and I look forward to sharing my experience and enthusiasm with the students.

I've been teaching middle school mathematics for 34 years, including five years as a district math/science consultant. In this time, I’ve seen many changes in educational practices and philosophies. For each of my thirteen years at Jordan, I have taught 7th and 8th grade math including Math 7π, Pre-Algebra, and Algebra, so I have a good idea of what students will need to know in order to succeed next year and beyond. The P-A2 program challenges students to think and to grow mathematically in an environment that is stimulating and enjoyable. The ideas we will be studying this year include:  data analysis, numerical analysis (including equivalent forms, exponents, integers, and proportional reasoning), geometric patterns with an emphasis on three-dimensional geometry, and algebraic patterns (including algebraic expressions, variables, linear equations, functions, and graphs). 

The goals for PA2 are:  to provide rich, challenging mathematical experiences; to help students improve their communication skills; to develop student attitudes of confidence, curiosity, persistence, and inventiveness in relation to mathematics; to improve students' abilities to solve problems both independently and collaboratively; and to prepare students for success in future mathematics courses.

This class will introduce a number of practices which may be new to you and to your child:


•  Students will often be working in groups of four and will be involved in activities that require them to work together, to collaborate in order to accomplish certain tasks. 


•  Students will be asked to write about the activities they  have  done, to describe their thinking  processes, to reflect upon their learning. Writing assignments will be used in addition to traditional math homework. 


• Students will solve non-routine Problems of the Day (PODs) and Problems of the Week (POWs). These problem solving experiences will be completed over the course of a week, mostly outside of class. 


• Calculators will be used extensively throughout the course. Students are encouraged to use their calculators on most classwork, homework, problem solving, and tests. 



• Student progress will be assessed using a variety of measures including homework, tests, notebooks, group and individual projects, problem solving, and portfolios.

I will communicate with you frequently during the school year with general information about the class in the form of newsletters and with specific feedback on how your son or daughter is doing in the class through grade printouts every three weeks. However, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me via e-mail through my page on the school web site. You are also welcome to visit our class at any time. I look forward to seeing you at Back-to-School Night.






Sincerely,






Gary Tsuruda

Please sign this form and return it to school by Monday, August 30.

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT'S NAME  ____________________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE  ____________________________________


