PRE-ALGEBRA 1ST QUARTER PORTFOLIO 

(Due Monday, November 15, 2004)
I.  LETTER TO THE READER:   (1 page)


Introduce yourself to the reader. Tell who you are and what kind of student you are. Tell the reader what you think about mathematics in general and what you think about this class in particular. Describe what the reader will see in this portfolio.
II.  YOUR FIRST QUARTER   (6 separate pages)  

1)
 Include your "First Impressions" essay.



2)  Write a reflection on your "First Impressions" essay  (How accurate were your first impressions? Which were correct? Which were incorrect? Why?

3)  Include a piece of work of which you are most proud  (Include an essay, project, or POD, describe what you were asked to do and why you are proud of your work.)

 
4)  Summarize three key concepts and ideas we have studied this quarter. (Be specific. Explain the concepts in detail. Include examples to illustrate the key ideas you identify.) 


5)
Describe in detail the most important thing you have learned this quarter and tell why you feel it is so important.


6)
Describe your favorite project, problem, or activity from our class this quarter. (Tell what you did, what you thought of it, and why it is your favorite. 

III.  SELF-EVALUATION    (3 separate pages)   

1)  Evaluate yourself on a scale of one to ten in these areas and explain your ratings:  




a) completing homework     
b) taking notes     




c) working in groups     
d) overall effort


2)  Set personal goals for yourself for next quarter and tell how you plan to meet them.


3)  Share your completed portfolio with your parents and ask them to read and sign the Parent Portfolio Feedback Form.

IV.  FORMAT OF THE PORTFOLIO    


Assemble your work in three sections in a report folder with an illustrated cover showing in graphic form (pictures, diagrams, charts, etc.) some of the major ideas we have studied. 


 Be sure this portfolio represents your best and neatest work.

Be sure that this portfolio represents your best and neatest work. 
PARENT PORTFOLIO FEEDBACK

As you have seen from the type of work we have been doing in Pre-Algebra, a variety of assessment methods have been used. Tests are helpful in determining the extent to which students have acquired specific knowledge and skills, but do not begin to assess the broad range of mathematical abilities which we are trying to develop in Pre-Algebra. 


The methods of assessment need to match the goals of the course, including the development of higher order thinking skills, communication skills, positive attitudes about mathematics, and the ability to solve problems. For this reason, projects, PODs and POWs, essays, and portfolios are major factors in determining each student's grade. Portfolios like the one you are now seeing, are an opportunity for students to reflect on their learning and show how much they have learned. 


Please review this first quarter portfolio with you son or daughter and make any comments or suggestions below. Thank you for your interest and involvement in your child's educational progress.

Comments:  __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________



Parent signature ________________________
1ST QUARTER PORTFOLIO ASSESSMENT FORM
Name ___________________________________             








YOUR





POSSIBLE
SCORE
I.  LETTER TO THE READER


A.  Introducing yourself
2
_______


B.  Overview of portfolio
1
_______

II.  FIRST QUARTER IN PRE-ALGEBRA

1.  First Impressions Essay
  1
_______


2.  Reflections on 1st Impressions Essay
2
_______


3.  Something you're proud of
2
_______


4.  Summary of three key concepts
3
_______


5.  Most important thing learned
2
_______


6.  Favorite project, problem, activity
2
_______

III.  EVALUATION


1.  Self-evaluation

4
_______


2.  Personal goals

2
_______


3.  Parent Feedback Form
1
_______

V.  PRESENTATION


1.  Illustrated cover

1
_______


2.  Neatness and effort
2
_______



                                               TOTAL       eq \F(    ,25)   =    _____ %

